
Name of the Event: BIG Outreach Programme by Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre, 

IIT Kanpur (SIIC, IITK) 

 

Date of the Event: 3rd August 2023 (Thursday) 

Platform: Zoom 

(https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87327470281?pwd=Ymp5cG9TeWdKeWp5NWpYZ2RYZTFRdz09) 

Time: 5.30 PM 

Speaker: Ms Aanchal Verma, YPP, Bio-Program SIIC-IITK. 

Objective: Valuable knowledge about start up and approaches  

Programme Convenor: Dr Beena Bhandari  

Programme Co-Convenor: Dr. Mansi Verma 

IIC Convenor: Dr. Archana Singh 

Entrepreneurial cell Convenor: Ms. Madhavi Moni 

 

The aim of organizing DBT BIRAC’s Biotechnology Ignition Grant i.e. BIG Outreach programme 

was to make audience aware of the startup grant which offers up to INR 50L grant for a period of 18 

months to develop a marketable solution. The innovators can explore themes like Medical Devices, 

Drugs/Vaccines, Biosimilars/Stem cells, Diagnostics, Industrial Biotechnology, Biofuels, Waste 

Management, Agriculture, Biopesticide, Food Processing, Animal Husbandry, AI/ML Automation, etc. 

She also explained the application process and gave real-life examples of how their team has led to 

creating an impact.  

 

Event started with welcome of speaker and all attendees by Mr. Samast Dhingra, President, 

Entrepreneurial cell. Dr. Archana Singh, Convenor, IIC addressed the gathering and emphasised on the 

resourcefulness of such sessions and quoted success stories of college students. Dr. Beena Bhandari, 

Programme Convenor introduced speaker of the session: Ms Aanchal Verma who is Young Professional 

Programme Fellow, Bio-Program at Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre, Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT) – Kanpur. Ms. Aanchal Verma holds a Master of Engineering degree in 

Biotechnology from BITS Pilani (Goa campus). At SIIC, IIT Kanpur, She handles the applications for 

DBT- BIRAC's Biotechnology Ignition Grant (BIG) and has mentored the grantees and the applicants 

through different stages of BIG evaluation. 

 

She talked about DBT BIRAC’s Biotechnology Ignition Grant (BIG). It is a flagship programme, an 

initiative by the Govt. of India, providing funding opportunities for the prototype development of Life 

Science oriented Solutions. 

 

She gave an elaborate view of the DBT BIRAC’s BIG and built on it further by explaining how SIIC-

IITK, one of the eight designated partners for the BIG is making persistent efforts to disseminate 

information, motivate young minds and instil a sense of Entrepreneurship.  

 

Many insightful and innovative points were discussed by the participants, convenors, and the speaker. 

The discussion revolved around issues like: ‘How to build the business acumen of Technical students?’, 

‘How can the best of the ideas be aided further in their journey?’, ‘How to strengthen the impact of the 

Programme?’ etc. Participants took great initiative and showed extraordinary enthusiasm for solving 

these issues creatively. Ms Aanchal also took questions from the participants and clarified them on the 

initiative. All this made the session fun, interactive and an enthralling learning experience for all 

 

In the end, Dr. Mansi Verma, Programme Co-Convenor delivered the vote of thanks to the speaker for 

her valuable insights and efforts for the session.  

Feedback of the session were secured in the feedback form.  

Designation of Attendees – Students and faculty members.  

Rating for the session – Excellent 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87327470281?pwd=Ymp5cG9TeWdKeWp5NWpYZ2RYZTFRdz09
https://www.birac.nic.in/
https://www.birac.nic.in/big.php
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